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(54) KEY INPUT DEVICE 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To decrease the number of signal lines of a 
keyboard controller by providing a scan signal decoder 
and a return line signal coding encoder to the keyboard 
of a scan type key input device. 

CONSTITUTION: The 3-bit scan signal SCN produced 
from an LSI31 within a keyboard controller KBC30 is 
outputted from the KBC30 via an SCN output line 32 
and then to a keyboard 40 via three signal lines 51 
among connection cables 50. Then the signal SCN is 
decoded by a decoder 43 and sent to scan lines 41 from 
eight output terminals to be made active successively. 
While the output of a return line 42 is supplied to an 
encoder 44 and then fed to the KBC30 via signal lines 52 
as the 3-bit return signal RTN. This signal RTN is 
decoded by a decoder 33 and supplied to the LSI31. As 
a result, the number of cables 50 can be reduced down 
to 6 from 16 in the case of 64 keys. This attains a 
compact structure of a key input device. 
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